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DISABILITYCARE 
Statement 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Disability Services) [6.03 pm]: I very quickly 
want to put a couple of things into context. When I commenced my speech in this place yesterday about the 
disability justice centres, I had sat through being called arrogant, disdainful, contemptuous, patronising and 
incompetent by members of the opposition, yet they now have the gall to complain that I am calling a motion 
ridiculous, as though that were in some way equivalent to the things that come from them from time to time. 
However, I think they are very sensitive people if they cannot handle a motion being called ridiculous or a notion 
being called silly. I think that is about the extent to which I will go. 

The other comment I would like to make is that it is my recollection that the issue about federal block funding to 
which Hon Adele Farina referred related to Hon Adele Farina, who is a patron of the Lamp organisation, 
deliberately trying to suggest that the level of state government funding for acute mental health services would 
be impacted by the withdrawal of block funding by the commonwealth. That is not true, and that is the issue 
I was trying to raise. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
Hon ADELE FARINA: The minister has suggested that I made a statement that I did not make and again has 
impugned my reputation by suggesting that I have got it wrong, when I have referred to a number of reports that 
clearly link the rollout of the NDIS with the axing of block funding. If it is necessary, I will table all those 
documents to which I have referred. I do not have them all with me now, but I will get them overnight and table 
them tomorrow. I ask that the minister withdraw her statement, because yet again she is misrepresenting what 
I said. 

The PRESIDENT: Which particular part of the statement are you asking to be withdrawn—just so that I am 
clear? 

Hon ADELE FARINA: The minister has said that I linked the rollout of the NDIS and the axing of federal 
government block funding with state funding and I did not do that. 

The PRESIDENT: Members, I believe that the Minister for Mental Health said that it was her recollection that 
the member said something to that effect. The standing orders allow for any member to stand at the conclusion 
of another member’s contribution to correct the record about what has been said by a previous member, and 
I believe that is what Hon Adele Farina has done in taking a point of order and making those comments. As to 
the withdrawal of the remark, I do not consider the remarks were unparliamentary; therefore, I will not insist on 
their withdrawal. But I invite the Minister for Mental Health to withdraw, if she wishes, as a courtesy or to state 
her case in response to the point of order. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: It is my very clear recollection that a number of questions and other comments that 
were made deliberately linked the issue around the funding problems, the tendering processes and what have you 
that Lamp was going through and the continuation of state government funding. It is my recollection and 
therefore I am happy to leave it on the record as such. If Hon Adele Farina would like me to, I will provide 
information to back up that recollection. 

The PRESIDENT: It seems that perhaps there will be a subsequent round to this debate and the members will 
have the opportunity to provide more information, which they might wish to table. Did Hon Adele Farina want 
to say something in addition? 

Hon Adele Farina: I will leave it until tomorrow night. 

House adjourned at 6.10 pm 

__________ 
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